[Dying in the intensive care unit].
Modern intensive care is responsible both for curative interventions in critical health situations and palliative terminal care for the dying ICU patient. By applying an integrated ethics approach, this article examines organizational and cultural factors shaping good terminal care in the ICU. Starting with a reflection on what it means to be human, ethical goals for care of the dying are formulated. Among them, the article focuses on practices ensuring a dignified dying process, on the structured engagement of patients' families, on respecting cultural and spiritual values, and on a clinical pathway for terminal care as an institutional framework. In conclusion, it becomes evident that good terminal care in the ICU not only depends on ethically sound decisions on withholding or withdrawing medical interventions but also on organizational and cultural aspects which must be acknowledged and shaped.